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NEXT GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Monday, FEBRUARY 19, 7:00 PM
Meyera C. Oberndorf Central Library, Folio Room
OUR PROGRAM WILL INCLUDE THE INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS:
C. Douglas Jr, Second Vice President
Heather Malaby, Corresponding Secretary/Communications Director
Mary Bradley, Bill Brown and Dell Young, Directors
Thanks for doing the installation:
Colin Stolle, Commonwealth Atttorney for the City of Virginia Beach

All member civic leagues and community associations are invited to submit articles
about what’s going on in your neighborhoods for inclusion in The Voice.
Hit reply or send to WMalaby@gmail.com

President’s Corner

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Happy New Year everyone! The holidays are behind us
and the New Year has started.

To report a pothole:

There’s a lot going on in our city that homeowners
need to be aware of. First and foremost is the issue of
Short Term Rentals (STRs) and Event Houses invading
residential neighborhoods. As homeowners, WE ALL
NEED TO TAKE ACTION!

https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/
public-works/Pages/service-requests
Call:
757.385.1470

A simple email to the Planning Commission and to
your City Council representative is a good start in voicing your opinion to STOP this encroachment of the
quiet enjoyment of our neighborhoods. There are
hearings and forums you could attend also. And get
involved with the CCO and come to our general meeting at the Central Library on the 3rd Thursdays at
7:00PM.

Utilize the SeeClickFix app on your phone.

Sam Reid,
President

Once reported, the pothole will be filled within 48
hours.

When reporting, please:


Give an address if possible



Give the street/intersection



Which direction—southbound, east, etc.

SHORT TERM RENTALS—Update
The Planning Commission had a workshop on January 24, 2018 and wants to recommend the following to
City Council:
 Home Sharing – renting out part of a principal residence AND the owner is present during the rental
period is allowed in ALL neighborhoods with no regulations and no limits on:
- The number of rental contracts per week; number of bedrooms in a home that can be rented; the
number of people per bedroom; and regarding the extra traffic generated in our neighborhoods.
 Short Term Rentals (STR) – renting a house in its entirety for less than 30 days, will be allowed in ALL
neighborhoods. There will be NO Conditional Use Permit (CUP) required for any STRs. The proposed regulations include:
- Allow TWO rentals in a 7-day period; Maximum Occupancy of 3 people per bedroom plus 2; No
requirements regarding when the responsible party needs to respond; Require a minimum of 1 parking spot
per bedroom.
WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Let your City Council representatives know of your concerns. Put the following events on your calendar –
and attend if possible:
 Wednesday, February 7, 2018 – Planning Commission Workshop, 5 PM, Building 2, First Floor Conference
Room
 Wednesday, February 14, 2018 – Planning Commission Meeting and Vote, 12 PM, City Council Chambers,
Building 1
 Tuesday, March 6, 2018 – City Council Public Hearing, 6 PM, Building 1, City Council Chambers. Building
1. PUBLIC CAN SPEAK. Be there early to sign up to speak.
 Tuesday, March 20, 2018 – City Council Public Hearing and Vote, 6 PM, City Council Chambers, Building
1. PUBLIC CAN SPEAK.

In accordance with the Bylaws of Virginia Beach Council of Civic Organizations, Inc., the VBCCO
voted to approve the statement below, regarding short term rentals. Our purpose is to “study and
discuss important issues and problems that affect our community and to work toward mutuallyagreeable solutions.” Therefore, we encourage your civic organization be informed about all
aspects of this issue and take a vote as needed.

VBCCO POSITION STATEMENT RE: SHORT TERM RENTALS IN RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS

Whereas, the mission of the Virginia Beach Council of Civic Organizations (VBCCO) is “to advocate on behalf
of the neighborhoods of Virginia Beach”;

Whereas, the City of Virginia Beach (City) recognizes the Short Term Rental – less than thirty (30) continuous
days – of a dwelling in a residential neighborhood as a different use of the dwelling compared to occupation
by the Owner or a Long Term Renter, as evidenced by the imposition of a Transient Occupancy Tax on each
Short Term Rental;

Whereas, the City Zoning Ordinance is silent on Short Term Rentals in residential neighborhoods;

And Whereas, Short Term Rentals present problems for residential neighbors;

BE IT RESOLVED, that the VBCCO urges the City to amend the existing Zoning Ordinances to address Short
Term Rentals in residential neighborhoods by holding the Owner/Owners, Owner’s Representative, or Rental
Agencies accountable for the actions of the renters.
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that the Zoning Ordinances for Short Term Rentals should address: Parking; Number
of Occupants per Bedroom; Rental Outhouses (i.e., Port-A-Potties, etc.); Fireworks; Neighborhood Disturbances; and Excessive Trash/Trash Removal.
It is the considered opinion of The Virginia Beach Council of Civic Organizations that these amendments and/
or additions to existing Zoning Ordinances will promote the health and safety of residents and renters; ensure the peaceful enjoyment of the neighborhoods by residents and renters; and protect properties and
property values of residential neighborhoods, to the benefit of the neighborhoods and the City as a whole. It
is also the opinion of said Organization that these amendments will promote equality and fairness within the
Rental Industry in holding Short Term Rentals to the same standards as the Hotel and Motel Industry which
operate in the exact same manner.

Several neighborhood organizations have written letters expressing opinions about Short Term Rentals.
Here are two examples of letters shared with Planning Commissioners and City Council Members.

Dear Commissioners:
This letter is being sent on behalf of the members of the Level Green Civic League (LGCL), to address our concerns regarding the ordinances on short term rentals. We wish to express our support of the Position Statement of the Virginia
Beach Council of Civic Organizations on this issue. These provisions encourage an amicable relationship between the
homeowners and short term rental owners, agents and tenants.
Our members have expressed concerns that are reasonable expectations of any homeowner to assure that they can experience and enjoy the lifestyle that brought them to our neighborhood. We have made an investment in our individual
homes, as well as the neighborhood. We want to protect both and ask that the ordinances include the following:
A. Limitations on parking: This will allow homeowners to effectively address how to handle any cars that may block access to and from a residence. Also, this will reduce traffic and may help alleviate the inconvenience of homeowners
losing their regular parking spot on the street.
B. Specify the accountability and accessibility of homeowner or their agent for any complaints: We ask that a procedure be provided for how to lodge a complaint against a short term rental owner or their agent. For example, should
the police be called if there is a noise complaint? We ask that this procedure require the owner or their agent to be accessible 24/7.
C. Limit frequency of rentals: Our neighborhood should not be exposed to constant short term rentals. This would
cause a disruption to our expectation of reasonable routines established by the homeowner.
D. Trash collection: Since the trash in our neighborhood is collected on Fridays and many rentals occur on weekends,
and excessive amounts of trash may accumulate, trash collection issues can arise. The responsible party should make
arrangements to secure the trash and not utilize the trash receptacles of other homeowners.
E. Limit the number of occupants: With social media, the possibility exists that “overcrowding” could become an issue. Party invitations are now advertised over social media and the number of attendees may be something the renters cannot or do not desire to control.
In addition to these provisions, we ask that a short term rental database be accessible for City residents. We understand
that portions of the information are confidential. Therefore, with this consideration, we request that LGCL homeowners be
able to verify if a home used for short term rental has properly registered with the City. Also, that the City provide a means
for homeowners to access the number of complaints that may be lodged against a short term rental as well as a means to
address the issue.
Level Green is one of the older neighborhoods and was not designed for the type of changes that would be brought by
short term rentals. Many of our residents are veterans and retirees who have made the decision to remain in the neighborhood. We see short term rentals as a threat to our property values and disruption of our lifestyles, which results in the dissatisfaction of those who have, for many years, invested a lot of hard work to be able to enjoy the fruits of their labor.
In conclusion, we are asking that you seriously consider our recommendations as part of the City’s ordinances so that we
may maintain the quality of life that we seek and enjoy.
Respectfully submitted,
Eric Carey
President, Level Green Civic League

To Our Neighboring Civic Leagues:
On behalf of the Baylake Pines Civic League, we are contacting you to alert you to a situation that is currently
threatening all of our neighborhoods. After the owners of several homes in our neighborhood moved out,
the new owners never moved in, but instead rented the houses out for short periods of time, usually for
weekends, to different groups of people. How would you like to come home from work one day, and find
that the family that had been living in the house next to yours had left, and that a group of strangers had
moved in only for the weekend, and a different group of strangers would be moving in every weekend thereafter? We are all literally one home sale away from this very situation! These businesses (Short Term Rentals,
aka STR’s) have started to proliferate in neighborhoods all across Virginia Beach due to the popularity of
online rental sites such as bookings.com,Airbnb, which have simplified the process of advertising and renting
these houses. Unlike “house-sharing”, where homeowners rent out rooms in their own homes, these houses
typically are NOT occupied by their owners, and the temporary renters are largely unsupervised.
Since these businesses are currently illegal in neighborhoods like ours with “R” zonings, the City is working on
ordinances to regulate them. Accordingly, the Planning Commission is currently considering three different
alternatives: Alternative #1 would allow STR’s in special “Overlay Districts” that could include several
neighborhoods within boundaries designed by City officials. Alternative #2 would require Conditional Use
Permits, which would only be granted after public notice and consideration by the City of input from nearby
homeowners. (Existing STR’s would be allowed via “grandfathering”). Alternative #3, which is getting a lot of
attention, would allow STR’s BY RIGHT in any zoning area. Each of these Alternatives also include stipulations
with respect to the frequencies of rentals, 24-hour points of contact for neighboring homeowners to register
complaints, parking and trash disposal.
The owners and operators of STR’s are lobbying our Planning Commission and City Council very heavily to
minimize regulation of their operations, and at the most recent Planning Commission Public Hearing (last December), they favorerd Alternative #3, and spoke mostly against stipulations that would minimize the frequency of rentals, the number of parking spaces on a rental property, and requiring 24-hour points of contact.
The members of the Baylake Pines Civic League voted overwhelmingly at a heavily attended meeting back in
October 2017 to oppose the proliferation of STR’s in our neighborhood. We do not want to be included in an
Overlay District that would allow STR’s (Alternative #1), and we are against allowing STR’s “By Right” in our
neighborhood (Alternative #3). Short of an outright prohibition of STR’s in our neighborhood, Alternative #2
appears to offer the best protections since it requires public notice and consideration by the City of input
from nearby homeowners (by requiring Conditional Use Permits) before allowing any new STR conversions in
our neighborhoods. We also support requiring the owners and operators to provide 24-hour points of contact, minimizing the frequency of rentals, and parking and trash disposal regulations.
Most of us may not have a problem now, but we’re only one home sale away from the major disruptions that
these businesses will bring to our neighborhoods. Since the proposed ordinances are being considered NOW,
the Planning Commission and City Council need to hear from you NOW! alert your Civic League to this new
threat! Try to attend the next Planning Commission Public Hearing (see the City website for the date, location
and time) and Email your Councilmen and Planning Commissioners to express your opinions. Here's the web
page for City Council members: https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/city-clerk/city-council/
Pages/city-council-members.aspx
Here’s the web page for Planning Commission members: https://www.vbgov.com/government/
departments/planning/boards-commissions-committees/documents/pc/planning%20commission%
20membership.pdf
On Behalf of the Officers and Board of Directors of the Baylake Pines Civic League,
Larry Horvath, Chairman, Baylake Pines Civic League Short Term Rental Action Committee
John Borum, President, Baylake Pines Civic League

Many Thanks to The Braun Agency for advertising with the CCO!
“There Is Only One YOU”: The Credit Hack That Invalidated This Statement
We live in a society that places merit on virtually everything we do. From simple achievement, to life accomplishments, there
lies some form of documentation of our lives. The world we live in consists of oversharing our thoughts, food choices and
lifestyle via the internet. However, when it comes to our financial and personal identification, these are aspects we should
want kept private. We place our entire personal identification in the hands of three companies: TransUnion, Experian and
Equifax. This documentation includes our name, date of birth, social security number, address and credit card numbers, to list
a few.
Equifax recently disclosed that hackers had compromised the personal and confidential information for a huge percentage of
people in the US. This is a high-risk situation that has left millions of consumers extremely vulnerable to identity theft.
Equifax provides their consumers with the ability to freeze their Equifax reports. This should prevent cyber hackers from being able to acquire credit under the consumer’s name.
How do you find out if you were affected by the Equifax Hack?
First, you check to see if you are potentially at risk by going to the Equifax Trusted ID website and filling out the requested
verification form. You will need to enter the last 4-digits of your social security number along with your last name to gain
access into the account. The site will alert you if there is any reason to believe that your information was compromised.
Second, it is advised that you personally monitor your credit frequently. Everyone has access to a free copy of their credit report from each of the three major credit bureaus every year. You can obtain that at annualcreditreport.com.
When viewing your credit report, you will see what lines of credit are currently taken out under your name. If you notice a
line of credit that you did not open, you will need to dispute it. Fraudulent activities that are on your credit report must be reported to each of the three credit agencies. Lastly, if you see any suspicious activity on your credit, it is advised that you
freeze your line of credit and report the activity immediately.
Are there any Red Flags or Warning signs that someone may be a victim of identity theft?
According to the FTC, yes there are!

There are withdrawals from your bank account that you are unable to explain
You no longer get your bills or other mail
Establishments refuse your checks
You get calls from a debt collecting agency
You see charges or accounts on your credit report that are unfamiliar
You notice any medical providers bills for services that you did not use
Your legitimate medical claim comes back rejected due to your benefit limit being reached
Your health care plan refuses to cover you due to medical conditions that you do not have
You get notified by the IRS that you have filed more than one tax return in your name, or you have income from an employer
that you do not work for.
If you ever suspect that someone has gained access to your identity and opened lines of credit, applied for jobs, or any other
suspicious activities, notify the FTC immediately! You will need to create an Identity Theft Report and file an Identity Theft
Affidavit. This can be done online or contact them by phone at (866) 653-4261. Their mailing address is 600 Pennsylvania
Ave., Washington DC 20580.
We sincerely hope this information is beneficial, and that you were not affected by the security breach.
The Braun Agency

Residents Invited to Share Ideas on Dome Site Development
A Planning Workshop was held on January 31,
Online Survey Available Now
Thursday, January 18, 2018
A public engagement planning workshop to discuss the Dome Site Project — the development of
the former site of the old Dome pavilion — will be held Wednesday, Jan. 31, from 6 to 8 p.m. at
the Virginia Beach Convention Center (1000 19th St.). Ideas and comments about the project can
also be submitted by completing a survey at publicinput.com/DomeSiteProject.
The Dome Site is 10.35 acres located between 18th and 20th streets, bordered by Pacific and
Artic avenues at the Oceanfront. The site includes an additional property located between Artic
and Baltic avenues. Built in 1958, the Alan B. Shepard Convention Center (Virginia Beach Civic
Center), known simply as The Dome, was a 1000-seat venue that hosted music concerts and
other events. In 1994, the iconic building was torn down and since then the site has been used
for a parking lot.
The City, along with the selected preferred developer Venture Realty Group, is conducting
studies and analyses to help transform the Dome Site into a family friendly, unique, mixed-use
destination. Venture Realty Group has presented the City with an exciting original concept that
will evolve with your input:
Minimum 3,500 seat capacity live entertainment performance venue
Unique/new to market retail
Unique/new to market authentic restaurants
Additional entertainment concepts
Possible residential units
Year-round programming attractive to both locals and tourists
Those attending the workshop will have the opportunity to learn more about the project and
provide input to the planners about the site layout, land use and retail mix, public amenities and
programming.
Complete the online survey at publicinput.com/DomeSiteProject.
For more information about the Dome Site Project, visit yesvirginiabeach.com/DomeSite.

Www.LRNow.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Eileen Cox

Date: 01/25/18

Phone: 757.263.1075

News Release No. 034

Fax: 757.263.1010
Email: eileen.cox@vbschools.com

School division announces additional
snow day makeup plans
Virginia Beach City Public Schools (VBCPS) will add 15 minutes to the school day Feb. 12 - May 4
to make up the remaining four instructional days lost due to snow this month. The time will be added
at the end of the day at elementary and high schools. Middle schools will start five minutes early and
end 10 minutes late as part of the adjusted makeup schedule. Families will receive additional communication from each middle school prior to Feb. 12 with specific details.
As a reminder, Superintendent Dr. Aaron Spence has already waived one snow day (Jan. 8) for students by using time built in to the 181-day school calendar. And, as previously announced, two snow
days will be made up using a Staff Day and a holiday as follows:


Jan. 29 (Staff Day) will make up time lost Jan. 4



Feb. 19 (Presidents Day) will make up time lost Jan. 5
Both Jan. 29 and Feb. 19 will be a "C" Day for high school students, where they will attend all of
their classes during the day instead of following the A/B block schedule. For middle school students on block schedules, Jan. 29 will be an "A" Day and Feb. 19 will be a "B" Day.
Because schools were closed for an extended period of time, VBCPS has extended the first semester to Friday, Feb. 2. Report cards for the second nine weeks and first semester will go out
Tuesday, Feb. 13.

The 2017-18 school calendar has been updated to reflect these changes and is available now on the
school division website, vbschools.com.

There are several city projects under consideration.
Keep updated by checking vbgov.com regularly:

Upcoming Sea Level Rise Public Meetings
A series of public meetings to help shape the City's plans to address sea level rise and recurrent
flooding issues began in December 2017.

https://goo.gl/2XiJvU
Or join the VBCCO March 15th
Update on the Croatan Public Beach from Mike Kelly, CCL VP
20K Annual Replenishment: Public Works Operations was unable to schedule the dune repairs prior to the end
of the year. They are in the process now of coordinating dates and will let us know when scheduled.
135K Beach Restoration: Public Works Engineering has submitted all final requirements to the Virginia
Marine Resources Commission so that the permit may be executed. The fully executed VMRC permit should
be received by January 31, 2018. The US Army Corps of Engineers review of the permit application is ongoing as they are coordinating with other Federal agencies regarding the proposed project. While the permits
are being acquired, Moffatt & Nichol is working on the pre-final construction plans and specifications. Once
the USACE executed permit is received, advertising the project for bids will begin.

Thank you Croatan Civic League for sharing news!

Q.E.D. SYSTEMS, INC.
The Engineering Professionals

VBCCO Board Meetings are held at Our Lady of Perpetual Help—Thank you!
Next general membership meeting date will be Thursday, March 15
Meyera C. Oberndorf Central Library
7pm
Speaker will be Deputy City Manager Tom Leahy
Recurrent Flooding and Sea Level Rise
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